Vintage Carriages Trust

The Railway Station, Haworth, KEIGHLEY, West Yorkshire BD22 8NJ
Charity Registered in England No: 510776

VCT MEMBER'S UP-DATE: JUNE 1830

Yes: it's only eight weeks or so since the last issue of our "Up-Date": but
we have been given the cpportunity of what oromises to be a very pleasant
tour, by rail and probably steam-haulesd, round British Steel's Scunthorpe
Steelworks. This is in only a fortnight's time and so requires your
immediate action if you wish to participate - read on for further cetails.

In the meantime: let's consider just what we have acheived over the last
twelve months or so. At a quick count, this includes:

- first and foremost, the completion of our new "Ingrow Shec", tocether
with:

- its successful opening and operation as Ingrow Railway Carriage Museum:

- the purchase of "Lord Mayor", so ending a very long period of
uncertainly as to its future (details below):

- the spectacular progress with our "Chatham" coach, very largely thanks
to the kind assistance of Sritish Steel at Scunthorpe, and which has
converted 2 "red-carded" unuseable coach (in outside storzaoe) tc its
cresent ocutstanding concdition, needinc conly the full renzinting {nlannes
for late July or August) hefore again heine a coach of which we may ke
justifiably proud:

- similar spectacular crooress with the Metropolitan Brake coach. This
coach (acain, in outside storage) was completely unuseable - the dampness
meant that we couldn't sven open the doors - and had resachec the "tatty"
stage. Aaqain thanks to the much-zppreciated helo of British Steel at
Scunthorpe this is again a useable (end actively is use.) and very
presentable coach (complete with carpets.) of which we can again be proud:

- purchase (from the Railway, for one penny) and restcration (now well in
hand, at a cost about Fifty thousand times that of its purchase) of the
"Esso" o0il tank wagon Mo 1854:

- the appearance in the Railway's "Railway Children" anniversary specizal
trains of the nine-compartment Metropolitan Railway coach: this was the
onlvy coach of those used in the criginal filming, now 25 years ago, to be
used in this anniversary celebhraticn:

- and, since then, the completion of this coach (other than a number of
minor tasks - detail painting and varnishina, completion of lucgace racks
and the like: volunteers, please?), with the assistance of a aorant from the
Yorkshire % Humberside Museums Council. This coach now has all nine
compartments as fully useabtle compartments and is indeed a coach to he
proud of':
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and:

- the hichly successful aopezrances of "Bellerophon" at the new venture at
Padiham (which produced a pleasina disolay of competence and
rrofessionalism 2t a project which otherwise is very much in the early
staces). at the Swanage Railway (which visit included telsvision coveraqge):
=nd now at the Bluebell Railway. It is of course very much part of the
Trust's philosophy that our rolling stock be seen and (uhers nossible) used
by members of the general public, so these "journeyinns afar" are
sarticularly pleasing.

Cnubtless therz arz other aspects of the Trust's worik which should have
s=en mentioned her=z. rurther items which deserve such a mention must
inclucde the cuntlnued very successful operation of cur Fawecrth Shop, with
(e understand) werk imminently in hand to r2stors our Keighley Shon to
full operation - this has hbeen a victim of the Keighley platform works and
its aftermath: work on "Sir Berkeley", now acain under way: and (at last.)
real nrooress with the First Class Metropolitan Railway coach,

All this has tzken its toll on the financial rescurces of the Trust. Ue
must again thank those who have contributed in any way to the succesful
complation of the Museum building, alsoc to the successful "Chatham bogies"
nroject and its "follow on" project of repainting this coach, now actively
in hard. Sadly, this has as backeround an overspend on our building costs
coupled with a sionificant fall in income due to the Keichley DlatFo
rrcalems and their effzact on our Meighley Sheo. #fs you will
“mwth'e letter (enclosed) this means that we do inde
Simeancial -_-'f.-.iCL:“"_! at th2 present time. IF vou c2 i
=z ra so - now? Cu:ncrn;ﬁr the Trust e
v the way in which any hels yecu may he at
usaful, However, if veou would srafar %o s c
rastc rﬂtlnn project thosz involvino significant expenditure and which ars
currently in hand (which we do not wish to stoo - as Chris savs, the
oncoinc restoration procramme is the lifsblood of the Trust) are
completion of the "Esso" tank wagon repaint: comoletion of the "Chatham“
renaint: and aqetting "Sir Berkeley" operatina oncz more. If vou would like
=0 supoort any of thase projects (possibly azs well as the mejor recuest,
“**ch is that ccncerninc the Parrizoe [f'useum), please contzact fMichael Cooe
z/c Hauorth Station or at the “ussum (telephone: 0S35-580425) or on his
Some numzer of 0535-46472 for further details. Obviouslv, =2ny help you can
~ive in any of these dirzcticns would he extremely welcome.

? e
- ”']'
@ .r

IJ
3

J o D
o

g alco have a (short term) Slioht Problem on the restoration front. This

is with the repainting of the Chatham coach, where we need to strip off all
the exlstlnn caint and put on a coat of wood nrimer before Sob Timmins
starts his work. This is a BIG ccach and this is therefcre a BIG orcject.
s time cresses, we are heldino WORK PARTIES in the [Museum for the purpose
nn TUESDAY evenings July 10th, 17th and 24th, from about £.20 pm. If vou
live within a reasonable distancz of Inarow: if you are happy with a hot
=2ir paint qun, or Mitromors, or sand paper, or with wood primer and a
brush: please join us on any of these nupninrs - you would bHe verv welcome,

and would nreatly help aget over this short-term difficulty.
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In addition to the above, we intend holding 2 resaular WORKING PARTY IN
INGROW MUSEUM ON THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH, acain from about

5.3C om. You would be very welcome to join us: cnce we have not over the
"Chatham panic", there's still plenty %o be done, with scope for esverycne -
whether it's cleaning, or polishing, or painting, or varnishing, or
woocdwork, or electrical work, or whatever..... So0: please note: the first
Uednesday of each month, Ingrow Museum, from about 6.30 pm. If you can
come, please don't hssitate to do so.

And now: the Scunthorpe visit. This is 3ritish Steel Scunthorpe saying a
further "thank you" to the Trust (and to the Railway) for the use of the
Trust's MS&L and Chatham coaches for their Centenary calebraticns and for
the subseguent use of the Metropolitan 3rake coach for takine their own
nerscnnzl and also school parties around the Steeworks. This is a2 tour of
the Steelworks, in our fetropolitan coach, probably steam hauled. The date
is Saturdav 14th July. The meeting point is British Steel Scunthorpe's
Administrative 5lock, and the time is 10,45 am, with the tour itself
starting at 11 am. UWe understand that refreshments will be available. VCT
Mambers and Members' spouses are invited to take part (aratis: courtesy of
Sritish Steel). The restrictions are: sorry, no children, and no
photography within the Steelworks: and prior reservation is reguired. This
pricr reservation is on a "first come first served" basis, and is by
contacting fMiss Julie Carter at Haworth Station, preferably by telephening
during normal office hours: the number is 0835-45214, This tour is highly
recommended, in terms of both Railway and Steelmakina intsrest, and should
nct 2e missed. Please note that this invitation 5a2s been extandad zlsg -

vorth Yallsy Railway werking members: althouch = numbher of olaces has been
k] -

_____ 41
srovisionally ressrvec for YCT “embers, yvou neecd Lo act nou
take part in this visit.

As brierly noted above, the Trust is nocw the cuner of the locomotive "Lord
Mayocr". This hrings the undisputed cwnershic of the locomctive under the
liorth Yalley "umbrella" and represents the amicable conclusion of many
vears of negotiatiocn. "Lord Mayor" is now on display at the Inqrow Museum.
There are nc nlans for immediate restoration to running order, the reasons
for this including our desire to have "Sir Gerkeley" in working order ready
for his/her Centenary next yesr. Hopefully however finance ancd other
censiderations will allow "Lord Mavor™ to steam for his (cr acain her)
Centenary in 1883, Lcvers of useless statistics will note that the
combined ace of our three small interesting locomotives now totals no less
than 312 years.

A1l in all, as you will reacd from the above, the Trust is very much "Alive
and Kicking". Thank you 211 for vour continued support, financial and
practical, which makes this all possible.

"Michael Cope
Hon Secretary, UCT
22 June 18E0



