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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of the Vintage Carriages Trust will
take place at the Globe Inn, Keighley on Saturday August 9th, 1975
commencing at 0.00 pa.ite

The Worth Valley Railway has once again agreed to provide the
"traditional?® special train, probably of VCT stock, which is.scheduled
to depart from Haworth Station for the Globe at 7.30 p.u,

Only fully poid up VCT members my travel on the train and attend
the meeting but renewals and new membership applications will be accepted
on the nizht, Those members who have not yot renewed their membership for
1975 should contact John vright without delay.

M.S.& L. Tricomposite

This coach returned to WVR metals cduring February after almost
cxactly a year in Messrs Waltons yard at Dradford.

But ocur pleasurc at its return was dampcncd by the number of jobs
that have been left uncompleted and by the very high cost of the work
that has been done.

In fact the Comnittee had to instruct Jaltons to cease work on
the coach in November 1974 when they suuuitted an interim claim fo more
than three times the £1000 ceiling to which they were supposcd to be
working.

Since then the matter has becn the subject of correspondence and
meetings with Waltons and has, of course, taken up a large slice of time
at Committce meetings. In addition publication of this issue of VCT News
has been repeatedly delayed in the hope that the final outcome could be
reported to VCT members.

Unfortunately the matter is not yet closed, though we hope that
Waltons will eventually give written confiriration of a verbal agreement
rcached last February. Up to date information and fuller details will be
available at thec AGM.

A further disappointing develoment is that the coach has had to be
withdrawn from the Stockton and Darlington 150 year cclcbrations, This is
mainly because BR arc unwilling to traansport such a vintage vchicle to
Shildon by rail, but the incomplete statc of the restoration work may well
have influenced the BR inspcctor's decigioni



. At the time of writing the MS&L coach can he found on display in

the WVR Exhibition Shed at Oxcnhopee, It is in white undercoat and has no
glass in its windows. The door handles have yet to be fitted and the coach
ends are in urgent nced of attention. If thesc itens ean be sorted out we
will have an exhibit to be proud of. Are YOU going to lend a hand?

CONGRATULATIONS

To VCT Sccretary Guy Henderson onm his rccent marriage - and our
profound sympathy to Naricn who now has to look after Guy, Christopher,
Frecd and Bertl

Guy and Marion will bec settling in Halifax and we hope to see them
‘requently in 1976.

Unfortunately the problcms associated with getting up house and
changing jobs mean that Guy will be unable to continue as VCT Secretary
and he has indictaed that he will be resigning at thc AGM.

A successor who visits the orth Valley oftcn enough to coordinate
VCT activities and who is not already fully comitted to V'VR or VCT
will be difficult to find. Any voluntecrs?

S&D 150 Cclebrations

Although the MS&L tricoumposite is not now going to Shildon the
Chatham coach should be there in the company of John Dawson's saloon
(which will probably go from Shildon to the National Railway Muscum at
York), Mr Vatkinscn's L5 coach (en route to Aviemorc), the VR Sales
BG, 92220 (en route to York), 5121c¢, 41241 and possibly “Lord liayor',

A joint VVR/VCT team will be at Shildon to lock after the exhibits
and man the sales stands. Anyone interestecd in attending should contact
Chris Williams ¢/o Hawcrth Station,

THANKS
Are duc to VCT Trustee W. W. Mellor who has provided £1000
(part gift, part loan) to help meet the bill for the MS%L.

Mr. Mellor has becn elected an Honorary Iife Member of the VCT,

The Metropolitan Coaches

Most members will by now be aware that the Trust now owns the
three Metropolitan Coaches on the Vorth Valley Railway.

These coaches were previously owiaed by David Kitton, who purchased
them from London Transpert following the cxtension of the Metropolitan
Line electrification, intending them for the Vesterham Reilway schene,
When it became obvious that this schome could not procecd, Roy fdwards
(then the ouner of the Chatham coach) pnut the Vorth Valley Scecicty and
David in touch., After inspcction at Neasden (by me - I then kiew even
less about coaches than I do nowl), agrveemeat, "out of gauge¥ rail
transport northwards, the coaches arrived on Worth Valley metals on
July 3lst, 1965, It's intoresting to note vhat on that occasion they
were hauled up the branch by the CGresley Socicty's N2, and were in
company with the Gresley BSk, the now-departed Midland clercetory coach
(the original “Midland pfansions": known by many, loved by some) and the
I&Y Hughes taper-cnd brake.



The Agreement betwecn the WV Society and David was for an initial
period of four ycars and then on a year by year basis, at the peppercorn
rent of one shilling annually. This agrecument was of great value to the
Railway in the first fcw years of operation, when moncy for outright
purchase of coaches was in even ghorter sujply than it is nowj and the
coaches werc hcavily uscd, However in the last two or threc ycars the
Railway found the need to lknow the future availability of thesc coaches
before spending considerable swis on necessary renovation, Aftcer
prolonged ncgotiation, the position finally and amicably reachcd is that
David has sold the coaches to this Trust: and that they have been
included in the Agreement between the Trust and the Railway (Society and
Company) by which the Railway has the assured continucd use of these
useful and interesting vchicles.

At present the Railway ic using two of the thrce - the Brake and
the Third Class compartiment coach - and is carrying out work on these
two for continued operation on the Riilway. The remaining coach, the
First Class coach, has been stored out of usc in QOakworth Shed for some
tine past.

The ccndition of this last-mentioned coach is that there is an
extensive area of dry rot, affecting thce whole of one partition, the
roof above two compartrcits and 2 limited amount of the main framing;
and with rolatively limited outbreaks ~2lscwherc¢. Investigation here
continues: but thcre aprears to be no reason to 'write off' this coach
for this reason.

Also all ceiling and partition surfaccs necd replacing. These
carry "Lincrustaii-~type patterns, unfortunatcly on a compressed=board
material which has sagged most sadly over the years. All moquette
throughout the coach needs replaming; a linited amount of other
upholstery work is required; rather a lot of glass is missing; and the
underframe nceds descaling, protecting, and rcpainting. Restoration
won't be an overnight jobl

The price the Trust paid for the three coaches wae modest by
conparison with the current price for rcdundant Mark 1 stock from
British Rail: it rcflected the need for money to be spent on all threec
coaches, and represented only slightly more than that paid by David
Kitton sone ten years ogo, pius 2 realistic '3ank intercst',

I would welcone any information concerning these coaches, in
particular their internal appearance at various stages of their life,
Drawings kindly provided by Londor Transport for Phil Kilburn some time
ago show that both of the third--class coaches (that is the nine-
compartment coach andthe brake) wcre built as semi-saloon vehicles,
having groups of two or threc of their ‘compartments® connected by a
central gangway. Apart from that, and the upaolstery, their internal
appearance secms to have changed surprisingly little; and their external
appearance virtually not at all. Anyway: if you have further information
I should be pleased to hear from you.

I should also be pleased to hear from anyonc wishing to assist
with the work of restoration of the Iirst Class coach., Finance looks
like restricting activity hcre for & bit, but therc is much which should
be done this year.

Me We Cope.
Keighle Shop

The VCT Sheop on Platform 4 at Keighliey ccontinues to do good
busginess but supplics of itcws for sale ave less plentiful than in
previous ycars.

Do YOU know of anyone with suppiies of uanwantéd railway magazines,
model railway equipicnt, dinlky toyve, Lonoks or other railwayana? Gifts
are always welcomc but for larger quantities we a.e usually prepared to
make a cash offer. We can arirange collcction from most parts of the
countrye.



