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Assembled on the Worth Valley Railway is a unique collection of
standard gauge rolling stock, ranging from early 4 and 6 wheelers to the
ultinate in pre-nationalisation design, Even the more modern vehicles in
daily passenger use represent types now virtually extinct on the national
network., This collection is as hlstoric as the locoi.otive fleet and as
iupossible to replace,

The VCT is responsible for wmany oi these vehicles and in this, our
first newsletter, you can read of our plans to start work on the considerable
tasx of restoration, Our aii: iz to present the Worth Valley Railway with
vehicles which it will be proud to exhibit in the new museun at Oxenhope,

We hope that they will also be suitable for use on special occcasions,.

The standards we iust aii. for have alrcady been sct. The North Eastern
saloon at Didcot, the Clapham collection and, nearer hore, John Dawson's
"0ld Gentleian's Coach arc all exauples of what can be achieved given
sufficicnt tire effort and cash,

But do not underestirate the¢ work and noney involved. It is one thing
to buy an old coach at scrap priccs, quite another to turn it into a worth-
vhile exhibit.

SECR No. I

Estinates for thc total restoration of this coach arc scttling to
around the £I000 uark. The joinery will cost up to £40C, roof turucrisiag
£I00 and ncw ceat covirs £500, This last item is clcarly the nost expcneive
but we arc rcliably iaforr.ed that thie rniust be done to safely cradicate
dry rot. Wec should be able to ranage the rewiriug anc rcpaint with volunteer
labourc

Whilst the outlay uay cccm unduly large for just oue vehicle we fully
belicve that the historic valuc of this intcresting and attractive coach
Jjustifies the expeunditure., ¥We¢ are delighted to hecar that the WVR is proparcd
to transfer this coach to the VCT and trust that our icibership will give
their full support to this venturc. G. M.

The VCT Sales Organisation

The sales departiicnt of the Vintage Carriages Trust has tie task of
providing 95% of thc noicy rcquired by the Trust,

7ith the VCT forming cuch an integral :art of the Worth Valley
Reilvay it was neccemary te fiad a nethod of fund raicing whitch would not
conflict with the activitics of the KWVRPS, This was difficult for it was
obvious that the Salces dezartiwnt of the Worth Valley provided an excellent
scrvicce capable of fullfilling the r*quirkuntg of the railvay cuthusiast.
Wcll; ncarly all the requirci.ents. With tac derimc of the ‘stcam locomctive
a surgv of intcrest centered around relics, out of priut books, tiuetablcs,
railvay uagazines ctc had developed. The teri Railwayana bost descaibes the
I00I iter.c falling within this catcgory.




Fortunately Mr. Guy Houdcrcon, onc of thc working twitbers of the Worth
Valley Reilway, beca ¢ iuterepted iu the work of the Viiatge Carriagee Truct.
Advertising cxtensively ia the railuay preco cuabled hii: to obtain a quantity
of books aud relics. Thesc were thopr-tade available to cuthuciasts via a
postal salcs scwwice, Over a two ycar poeriod tiese operations fronm his
London address raised the neccosary aount of oucy to buy two coaches for
the Trust,

During I969 David Ma rchousc joined the salecs departicat and continued
the postal calec cervice frow his accross ir Koighley,

The noxt logical step was to scck premisec on the Wortlh Valley Railway,
This wae achicved in the latter part of I969 wiacu the station waiting roon
on platforn 4 at Kieighley was macce available to us., I970 saw us safcly
installed in our yrecent pe ition at the north ...d of platiorm 4, the roon
foriicrly uscd by the Britich Railwagys Gas Fitting Dopartnent.

Moet itcus of railwayana arc oa cale in the shop although naieplates are
gecnerally not displayed for security reasous. Nearly all the books on display
arc wrapped in ccllophanc to xcep out dirt and da.p, It ic hoped that gas
hecating will be installed in the ncar future, D. B. M.

"N=UTS"

For nore yecars than nany of us care to rcicuber the 'Yhen huts'! have
bcen standing in the open slowly dcecteriorating from the ravages of weather,
children and over-cxhuberant visitors. The only res ite from their sorry state
has been the occasional coat of paint for filming purposes, exccpt for the
rcstoration of the GNR 6-wheeler by Robin Higgins and the work by Teny Cox on
I¥YR No. 2.

Naturally these vehicles have no practical value to Worth Rail and as
such they have received uno attcntion other than the allocation of siding space.
Nevertheless the tinc is fast approaching when we iust have at least a state-
izent of intent for thc future, otherwise the ratc of detericraticn will start
to accelerate and scrapping of soisie vehicles nay be forced upon us.

The casc for retention of at least scue of the 6 coaches concerned can
perhaps be surnariscd as folluws:

I) The Worth Valley can properly present in the future a range of coachcs
uncqualled clscwhere which will denonstrate the development from carly L-
whecelers to recent bogie wchicles,

2) Such vchiclcs suitably restored will provide a iluch nore interccting and
balanced public collection,

3) Filn companics nay continuc to be attracted to the line if such vehicles
are available,

4) The restoration will be financed by VCT and therefore no costs will fall
on Worth Rail, e i o o
5) The continucd prescnce of these tatty vehicles at Oxcnheope will tarnish
the WVR's public inage.

6) Any scrapping is bound to produce adversce cuinient clsewhere and predjudicc
any possible future acquisitions (c.g. BRB).

The follcwing plan is suggceted as a uediun tern objective to remedy
the worst of thesg difficulties:

““ Sclect 3 roepresentative vehicles and allocate say £250 to cach for
¢xternal restoration to cxhibition fiuish (eay £I00 jeisery and £I50 painting).
Good cxauplee would bc the MS&L 4-wheeler, a 6-whecler (probably the GHR),
and a saloon (say LYR Nc. 2). The programi.e to be put into effect imediately
noney is availablc following the SECR Nc I projec¥. At the sanie tine we nust
sccure fron Worth Rail the agrecment that thesc coaches (perhaps along with
J. Dawson's saloon) will bc allocated space in the exhibitiou sheds It is wortk
noting that the finishcd 'grecn' shed will have 720 feet of space and thesc
three vehicles would occupy a total of ouly 94 feet. The total length of the
WVR loco flcet will be souncthing less than IC00 fect and uany of these locus
arc necded at Hawcrth for rcstoration cr vaintenance even in deep winter,



Renenber that this is very nuch an iniediate problen and sore action
is nccded in the very near future. At the nouent efforts are requircd at
Oxcnhope to sccure a number of coaches against unwelconie intruders. Any
voluntcers? Anon
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The VCT Annual General Mceting will be held at the Globe Inn, Keighley
on Saturday, -July 8th coricncing at 8 peits A special vintage train for VCT
uenbers only will leave Oxenhope at 7.15p.n. and Haworth at 7.25peit.

1972 Subscriptions
Mcrbers who have not yet rencwed are renminded that their subscriptiouns
for 1972 (50p) are now duc. Thesc should be sent to the Meiibership Secrctary,
Mr. J. Wright, c/o Havorth Station, Haworth, Yorkshirc.




